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PRESS RELEASE  - MEDIA

2009 Santam Classic Wine Trophy
The 11th annual Santam Classic Wine Trophy will get underway in March 2009. The prestigious wine competition retains its unique format, where a panel of French judges taste through entries to highlight those deemed most classic in style. Only 17 medals are awarded, which ensures an intense competition and integrity of adjudication. 

Held in partnership with La Revue du Vin de France, the most authoritative French wine publication, the competition is under the management of Christophe Durand (Vins d’Orrance) and will take place at Mandela Rhodes Place in Cape Town from 2nd – 6th March, 2009.
Wines are judged on elegance, balance, refinement and their ability to age, by a panel of internationally recognisable French wine personalities that includes World’s Best Sommelier 2000 and renowned wine consultant, Olivier Poussier, and esteemed Rhone producer, Jean-Michel Gerin. Also included for the first time are guest judges, Syndey Buthelezi, wine buyer for retail group Makro, and Miguel Chan, sommelier at the Cellars-Hohenort hotel.

“The objective is to celebrate wines that have a timeless quality and an appeal that goes beyond changing fashions. Though there has been a shift towards more ripe, fruitier wines for the modern palate, the top wines today balance that with a classic profile the panel recognises,” says organiser Durand.  

The Classic Wine Trophy’s limited number of medals ensures a genuine legitimacy in the awards. The show awards three trophies, ten gold medals for red wines, five gold medals for dry white wines, one gold medal each for dessert wines and sparkling wines. This is refreshing when other South African competitions have been controversially accused of handing out more medals each year to encourage winery participation.  

“We are very happy that Santam has come onboard as official sponsor,” adds Durand, “They will bring much-welcome additional coverage and awareness for the show.”

Entries for the 2009 competition close on 20 February 2009 and can be obtained from Sabrina at sabrina@vinum.co.za. 

Judges list:

Jean-Michel Gerin. 

Top wine producer of the Rhone Valley. www.domaine-gerin.fr 

Olivier Poussier
World’s Best Sommelier, wine writer and worldwide wine consultant. www.olivierpoussier.com 

Olivier Poels. 


Editor/Journalist RVF. www.larvf.com
Denis Saverot.
Wine writer/journalist RVF  www.larvf.com 

Jean Daniel Angibaud.

Sommelier of the Le Meridien hotel in Dubai. www.lemeridien.com
Claude Gilois.

French wine importer. Owner of Vins du Monde. www.vinsdumonde.com 
Christophe Durand.

Organiser and owner of Vins D’Orrance. www.vinsdorrance.co.za 

Germain Lehodey. 

Ex general manager of the Lynton Hall hotel in Durban.
Owner of the French restaurant Village Bistro in Irene, Pretoria.

Marc Friederich.

International sommelier and owner of Chez Marc’s restaurant, Paarl. www.marcsrestaurant.co.za
Jean Yves Muller.

Owner of the Caveau and Headquarters restaurants. www.caveau.co.za 

Guest judges:

Sydney Buthelezi. 


Wine buyer for the group Makro in RSA. 
Miguel Chan.


Sommelier at Cellars-Hohenort hotel, Cape Town.
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